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In a recent men’s prayer breakfast, Frontera’s intern 
Rosendo Sichler led the men in a reflection on the 
meaning of Christmas.   
 

Hermano Pedro said he was struck by the fact that 
God took the risk of being born in a stable to parents 
who were migrating.  The King of Kings, the God of 
all creation chose to become flesh not in a royal palace 
with the best doctors, but in a lowly stable with smelly 
animals.       
 

In this risky birth, God brought forth the hope of the 
World, the Prince of Peace.  Too often our celebration 
of Christmas obscures the risks taken by Emmanuel, 
the Divine Border Crosser.  Frontera de Cristo seeks to 
reflect the Light in the darkness and follow the Prince 
of peace into the midst of division and violence. 
   
In 2006, the bi-national board of Frontera de Cristo 
has discerned that God is calling us to take risks of 
birthing yet another new church and the Just Trade 
Business Development Center (see pages 3 and 5). We   
ask that you pray for these new births, that they would 
bring forth hope, peace and justice. 

Room In The Inn? 
“Mary wrapped Jesus in cloths and placed him 

In a manger, because there was  
no room for them in the inn.”   —Luke 2:7  

 

Several years ago on the second Sunday of Advent, 
seven men arrived to worship with us for the first 
time.  They were a rag tag bunch of folk-- disheveled, 
it had been various days without a shower, one was 
on crutches, one had multiple stab wounds, another’s 
eye had been put out.  Gathered in the back corner of 
the sanctuary, they were a tired, poor huddled mass.  
They had come from various states in the South of 
Mexico and had attempted to cross into the US--   
obviously unsuccessfully.   
 

As we continue to pour millions and millions of dol-
lars into building up bigger fences, it seems as if we 
have replaced the Statue of Liberty’s burning torch of 
hope and welcome with a “No Room In the Inn” sign.   
 

Often I feel overwhelmed by the complexity of the 
“border crisis”, yet I give thanks that God has called 
us to this place to struggle with the principalities and 
powers of the division and separation of the world 
and seek to witness to our Lord Jesus Christ who has 
broken down the dividing wall of hostility.   

(continued on page 6) 

The Risk of New Births 
“But when the time had fully come, God sent the Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

under the law . . .” —Galatians 4:4 

Woman and Child being returned to Mexico on a below freezing 
night after being caught entering the US in the desert.  

Members of the Lily of the Valley PC join with Frontera de 
Cristo and Healing Our Bordera members to provide blankets to 

Men, women and children being returned on freezing nights. 
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By Mark S. Adams, US Coordinator 
��

From September 30-October 10, 2005, Rosendo Si-
chler and I facilitated the Frontera de Cristo annual 
Border to Border Delegation: Coffee, Migration and 
Faith.   After spending the weekend in the desert on 
the northern border, where lack of water combined 
with an economic crisis in the south and a broken 
immigration policy has led to the deaths of thou-
sands of persons migrating to the US, we arrived in 
Tapachula, Chiapas, about an hour before Hurricane 
Stan. We and our hosts in the Just Coffee commu-
nity of Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, near Tapachula, 
lived through more than 96 hours of non-stop rain. 
  
The resulting floods and mudslides led to tens of 
thousands of families in Chiapas losing their homes 
and hundreds losing their lives.  In Tapachula, whole 
communities and an estimated 8,000 homes have 
been completely destroyed.  And most of the folk in 
Mexico felt as if the government estimates were too 
low. 
  
As you look out over the Obrera community that is 
beside the river Cuatan, now that the river has gone 
down, you see that about a quarter of the community 
closest to the main part of Tapachula is still stand-
ing, while three-quarters is literally in rubble.  The 
homes that remain standing are filled with mud al-
most to the ceiling.   

A major problem was that all of the bridges in and out 
of Tapachula were washed out and no air traffic could 
get into the Tapachula airport because of the weather--
Tapachula became an island.  Salvador Urbina, is about 
45 minutes up the mountain from Tapachula by car and 
did not experience flooding.  However, the community 
was cut off from all other towns because of mudslides, 
one home in Urbina was washed away, and several 
families in Urbina have family members whose homes 
were washed away in Tapachula.  

 On Thursday, I had to walk into Tapachula from Salva-
dor Urbina to change our group’s airline tickets.  I actu-
ally got a ride from some Jehovah’s Witnesses for part 
of the way after helping them extract their four-wheel 
drive vehicle from knee-deep mud.  While in Tapachula, 
I was wandering literally lost after having been in the 
mud and rain for five hours.  Several folks went out of 
their way to let me know where I could find shelter, 
food and dry, clean clothes.   
 
I ended up near a shelter and a 10-year-old little boy 
named Manuel came up and asked me if I was from the 
United States.  I asked him if he thought I was from the 
United States and he responded “yes.”  I asked him, 
“why?” and he said:  “Primero, Ud, es altotote y 
nosotros chaparitos. (You are really tall and we are 
short.)” “Segundo, Ud. es guero y nosotros morenos. 
(You are white and we are dark).”  
 

We ended up talking for a long time and he told me that 
his house was (past tense) pink.  He pointed toward the 
river and said that that was where he had lived and now 
he and his family were all in the shelter.  He introduced 
me to his whole family and we talked for a good while.  
He asked me who my favorite soccer team was and I let 
him know that of course the Jaguares, the team from 
Chiapas.  (cont. on page 6). 

On Being Welcomed as a Stranger: 
Reflections on a Week in Chiapas 

Prayer Service For Family Whose Home Was Washed Away 

A House “Left Standing” in six feet of mud. 
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Frontera de Cristo 
2006 Budget in Narrative Form 

 
2005 Budget:    $203,077   
2006 Budget:    $340,000 
 
     2005 Budget    2006 Budget  
 

Church Development:    $80,510      $85,200  
 

New Church Development: Through Frontera de Cristo’s Church Development Ministry, we are working with the 
Presbytery of Chihuahua to develop two new churches: one in Hermosillo and one in Agua Prieta.   In 2005, church 
planters Gabriel and Lourdes Mondragon made over 100 contacts with non-churches business persons and professionals 
in Hermosillo and have begun the process of discipleship.  The Presbytery of Chihuahua hopes to call a new church 
planter for Agua Prieta by February of 2006. 
 
 

Church Development: Frontera de Cristo support the continued growth of the Lily of the 
Valley Presbyterian Church and the First Presbyterian Church of Douglas.  Each of the 
churches are multi-cultural congregations.  The First PC is the only church in Douglas 
who is a bi-lingual worshipping congregation.  Frontera continues to support the churches 
financially as they continue toward financial self-sufficiency.  2005 saw many milestones 
for the Lily of the Valley Church: in May they became the first fully organized Presbyte-
rian Church in the state of Sonora, in October, they led the Presbytery of Chihuahua’s 
mission team to the Sierra Tarahumara, and in November they began construction on 
their new sanctuary which they will build without outside help. 
 
 
 
Bi-national Seminary Intern Ministry: The two churches continue working together to develop a unique bi-national 
internship ministry for seminary students from the US and Mexico.  Throughout this year, the churches have worked 
together in the construction of apartments to house the seminarians and will complete the apartments during the rest of 
this year and the first half of next year to be ready to receive the first bi-national seminary interns in the Fall of 2006.  
Frontera is financially supporting this endeavor to train and equip leaders from both national churches to be in multi-
cultural ministry. 
 
 

The Lily of the Valley Church Digging 
the foundations of their new sanctuary. 

20th Anniversary Cake Made By Members of the Community Center’s Cake Decorating Class 
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Family Ministry:       $11,457    $4,000 
 

The Family Ministry is integral in sharing the gospel with unchurched 
folks of the Nuevo Progreso Community and beyond.  The ministry pro-
vides a weekly Bible School for about 25 to 30 children, marriage enrich-
ment gatherings/workshops for about 10 couples, women’s self-esteem 
workshops both for the churched and unchurched, parenting classes in the 
elementary schools of Nuevo Progreso, emergency assistance to families in 
distress, counseling, spiritual direction and a pastoral presence in a highly 
unchurched community. 
 
The family ministry works closely with the New Hope Community Center 
providing a pastoral presence for the students of the Community Center as 

well as coordinating a four week summer school for 32 children with daily classes in guitar, Tae Kwon Do, crafts and 
sports.        
 
With the departure of the Family Ministry Director in July 2005, the Lily of the Valley Church has continued the leader-
ship of this ministry. 
 

Health Ministry:      $22,050     $22,050  
 

The Health Ministry of Frontera de Cristo supports a full-time nurse 
and a part time dentist as they seek to help the community of Nuevo 
Progreso prevent diseases.  The primary areas of focus are the follow-
ing:  1)  Prevention of Cervical Uterine Cancer and Breast Cancer 
through education and administering of Pap Smear and Breast exams,  
2) Control of High Blood Pressure and Diabetes through screening, 
nutritional education and support groups, 3) Promotion of Good Hy-
geine from an early age through participatory education for students 
and parents in the community Kindergarten and elementary schools, 
and 4) Dental Hygeine through screening and education in the com-
munity schools, primary dental care and follow-up. 
 
Our ministry also provides services in local institutions such as drug rehabilitation centers and children’s homes. 
 

Mission Education:       $27,500   $49,010   

The Mission Education Ministry focuses on building relationships and under-
standing across borders.  Our ministry facilitates the crossing of borders of over 
400 persons a year to enter into relationship with sisters and brothers from Mex-
ico.  The ministry helps churches, presbyteries and individuals reflect biblically 
and theologically on what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ when borders 
divide.   
 
Through its mission delegation ministry, newsletter, and speaking engagements 
both in the United States and Mexico, the ministry particularly grapples with 
how to respond faithfully to the immigration crisis. In addition, the ministry has 
developed a workshop entitled “Immigration and the Churches Responses’” and 
has facilitated it in four different churches on the border and the interior of the 

United States. 
 
The ministry is facilitating a border to border mission delegation of the Presbytery de Cristo with the theme: “Coffee, 
Migration, and Faith” and plans to facilitate these delegations for other churches and presbyteries in the future.   
 
The Mission Education Ministry has been instrumental in helping churches understand the connection between their cof-



fee consumption, the immigration crisis and their faith and has promoted Just Coffee as a faithful way to respond to the 
crisis and to enter into right relationship with the folk who grow their coffee.  In the first ten months, churches alone 
have purchased over 15,000 pounds of coffee directly from the farmers—which translates into more than $19,500 to the 
farmer as opposed to the $5,250 they would have received on the open market.  Just Coffee has also created 4 jobs at 
double the normal wage.  Hope is returning to the coffee farming community. 
 
Just Trade Business Development Center:   $0.00   $117,000 

 
The Just Coffee cooperative and Frontera de Cristo have developed a model in which 
the value of roasting, packing, and sales is added to the coffee produced by the coffee 
community of Salvador-Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico.  This value rises to nearly more than 
400% of the value of the green product paid by fair trade intermediaries such as Equal 
Exchange, and ten times that paid to the vast majority of small producers in the conven-
tional market.  This value is shared within the coffee cooperative and its community, 
and has had a demonstrably positive effect on the quality of life as well as the sense of 
dignity and justice prevalent in the families involved. 
 
Frontera de Cristo and Just Coffee recently 
evolved the idea of replicating the model 
practiced by Just Coffee with other coffee 
communities and cooperatives in other bor-
der locations.  As this idea expanded, it has 
become important to devote resources to 

the process of developing the capacity of new coffee communities and their 
startup coffee projects in the areas of roasting and packing, plus business 
planning, marketing, sales, and the replication of the value-added model.   
 
The Just Trade Business Development Center will facilitate the evolu-
tion, replication and expansion of the model with producer communities in 
the south of Mexico and those in the border region with the goal of provid-
ing communities with alternatives to migration through economic develop-
ment. 
 
Administration:     $58,356     $62,867  
 

The administration budget includes the salary and benefits of the Mexican Coordinator who not only coordinates the six 
ministry areas, but teaches, leads workshops and preaches in the Family Ministry and Mission Education Ministry.   
 

The budget also includes funds for ¾ time US office manager, costs for the bi-national board, and for running the US 
and Mexican office. 
 

Non-budgeted Ministries 
 

The New Hope Community Center: 
 
The Community Center is an innovative ministry which is a collaboration be-
tween Frontera de Cristo and the Nuevo Progreso Community.  The purpose of 
the community center is to improve the quality of life in this outlying community 
of Agua Prieta by providing educational, cultural, and development activities for 
the community.   
 

The board is formed of 5 community members, two members of Frontera de 
Cristo and two members from the Lily of the Valley Church. The Mexican Coor-
dinator serves as a non-voting moderator and counselor of the board.  The Com-
munity Center is five years old and has already achieved financial self-
sufficiency. 

 

Socios Eri y Reynaldo showing off Just       
Coffee’s capital improvements.  

Victor Barrios picking coffee 

Making Piñatas in the Center  



(On Being Welcomed Continued from page 2) 
As I was about to leave, he told me to wait and he 
went to the room in the shelter where his family was 
staying with about 20 others.  He brought back an 
orange Jaguares jersey, just his size.  I looked at it 
and smiled and handed it back.  “No,” the little boy, 
whose house had disappeared along with almost all of 
his material belongings, said, “I want you to have it” 
and he gave it back to me with a huge smile.  
 

To get back from Tapachula on Thursday I had to 
walk over three huge mudslides in the dark and driv-
ing rain-- led by two folks who were drunk, but in-
sisted on not letting me go alone-- strange 
to encounter drunk angels of God.  After maybe 7 to 
10 miles of walking in driving rain and in the dark, 
some folks from the Salvador Urbina community 
were able to pick me up in a car.  They actually had 
to walk several miles to meet me after a mudslide cut 
their path off coming down the mountain. 
 

The community of Salvador Urbina took care of all 
our physical needs while we were there.  It reminded 
me of the Scripture where Jesus told the disciples not 
to take a lot with them into the villages and rely on 
the community’s hospitality.  Needless to say, this 
was a difficult thing for our group of North Ameri-
cans who are used to paying for their hospitality.   
 

So often, we US Christians do not think we can be in 
mission unless we take something material to share 
with those we are going to be with or unless we build 
something; and yet, in the Scripture Jesus and the dis-
ciples modeled a different kind of mission.  
 

It was amazing to experience the care of the fami-
lies who had families in the flood areas and had no 
way of hearing from them, some knowing that their 
families had lost all their material belongings, includ-
ing their houses, that were washed away into the Pa-
cific. 
 

Equally amazing was hearing the testimonies from 
the community of how our presence was a calming 
presence for the members of the community that gave 
them strength and hope in the midst of the despair.    
 

 To experience such generosity, joy and hope in the 
midst of such deep suffering is truly one of the mys-
terious Christian paradoxes.  
 

To feel impotent in the face of such tragedy and yet 
to discover the importance and power of presence. . .  
In the midst of feeling powerless, I discovered the 
power of incarnational ministry. 

(Room in the Inn? Continued from page 1) 
I am continually learning from and humbled by the 
ways in which our sisters and brothers live out there 
faith.  The Lily of the Valley Presbyterian Church of 
Agua Prieta and its members provide spiritual and 
physical nourishment for hundreds of migrants from 
both sides of the border—some seeking survival, some 
seeking a “mission experience”.  
 

The Maldonados, a family of economic refugees from 
Chiapas-- live in a “small” 20x40 house.  When I first 
arrived in Agua Prieta there were nine people living in 
the house-- their immediate family, two friends and a 
cousin.  By Christmas, there were twenty-one people 
living in the Maldonado home. 
 

During a Bible Study, 
Pastor Rodolfo Navar-
rette went around to 
each person and asked 
them what they had ma-
terially that could be 
used to serve God and 
their fellow humans.  
When he asked Her-
mano Pedro, Hermano 
Pedro began by saying 
that he was a humble poor man but that God had 
blessed him.   
 
He went on to share that when he and his wife began 
to think of building a house, they first thought they 
would build a “casita” (a little house), but then they 
decided that they would put more work into it, spend a 
little more time, money and effort and build a big 
house so that they would have room for family and 
friends from Chiapas and whoever needed a place to 
stay.   
 

It was the first time I had realized that they had built a 
BIG house.   Although of very little economic wealth, 
they wanted to try to make sure that their is “Room in 
their Inn”. 
 

The thought that came to my mind and continues to 
challenge me is:  “Some folks can build “small” 
houses, yet have such large homes; while other folks, 
can build such large houses, yet have such “small” 
homes.   
 

May God grant us large homes filled with love and 
hospitality throughout this year! 
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Border Delegation Goes to Washington, 
DC “On Behalf of the Stranger” 

By Grania Marcus,  
Liason with Faith Based Groups 

Working For Immigration Reform 
 

Since 2001, Frontera de Cristo has been urging Con-
gress to pass a comprehensive immigration reform 
bill for several years.  On September 14-16, 2005, 
Grania Marcus, Frontera’s Liaison with Faith-based 
Groups, joined folks from former Frontera mission 
delegations to the border, as well as members of local 
border groups including Healing Our Borders, Chris-
tian Peacemaker Teams, and the Border Working 
Group in Washington, to visit the staffs of 75 Sena-
tors and Representatives. 
 
Seven members of the 16-member delegation had vis-
ited the border through Frontera de Cristo’s Mission 
Education program and had learned the reality that 
most people migrate to the US because of their inabil-
ity to feed their families, educate their children, and 
provide health care on their meager income.  
 
The Rev. Bruce Cadenhead, the Moderator of Red-
stone Presbytery in Western Pennsylvania, had led 
four groups of mostly young people to the border and 
wanted to learn more about how he could connect his 
personal experiences to his participation as a citizen 
of the United States.   
 
The Rev. Kim Wells, Associate Pastor for Mission 
and Christian Justice at First Presbyterian Church of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, sought to “learn more about 
how our voices could be heard.”   
 
Tricia Dituro, a junior at Gannon University in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, was inspired by the relationships she 
built on the border to learn more about how she could 
create change through the legislative process. 
 
After an intensive training in communicating with 
their legislators, each team of delegates visited 10 to 
15 legislators.  

They told them that increased border enforcement will 
do little to stem the tide of immigration, because dras-
tically reduced prices, in part due to trade agreements 
such as NAFTA, have driven hundreds of thousands 
of corn, coffee, wheat, rice, bean, and peanut farmers 
off their lands in Mexico and Central America.  
 
Instead, the delegates shared their experiences with 
Congress and suggested that our faith requires us to 
work for a just, humane immigration policy that 
would: 
 
1) reunite families,   
2) provide sufficient visas for those who wish to 

work in the US,   
3) protect the rights of guest workers,  
4) provide a path to permanent residency for those 

already working in the US, regularize the status of 
undocumented students,  and   

5) 5)address the economic and trade inequities that 
are the root causes of migration.   

 
Kim Wells later commented “that it was empowering 
to discover that you could be listened to,” and that 
“because we have an important voice we have a re-
sponsibility to use it.” 
 
On November 18, 2005, the Board of Frontera de 
Cristo voted to send letters to President Bush and to 
our legislators expressing support for comprehensive 
immigration reform and specifically endorsing the Se-
cure America and Orderly Immigration Act of 2005 
(S. 1033/H.R. 2330).  More detailed information about 
this bill and a sample letter to your representatives will 
appear in our next newsletter. For further information, 
contact Grania Marcus at 520-364-9257. 

 

HOLD THE DATE 
 

Border To Border  
Mission Delegation: 

Coffee, Migration and Faith 
 

October 1-October 11, 2006 
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•Collaboration with 
Churches
•Health Ministry

•Family Ministry

•New Hope 
Community Center
•Mission Education

•Just Trade Center

Frontera de Cristo is 
one of seven  

bi-national border 
ministries of the  

National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico 

and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA).  

Frontera de Cristo 
works with churches 
and presbyteries on 

both sides of the  
border to do justice, 
to love mercy and  

to walk humbly with 
God. 

Frontera de Cristo 
P.O. Box 1112 
Douglas, AZ 85608 
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